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SUBJECT: FDP LEADERS' ASSESSMENT OP BONN COALITION 
PROSPECTS 

1 . WOLFGANG MISCHNICK, CHIEF OF THE PDP PARLIAMENTARY 
GROUP, HAS TOLD ME THAT HE BELIEVES THINGS WILL BEGIN 
LOOKING UP POR THE GOVERNMENT COALITION HERE. 

2. MISCHNICK PERCEIVED THREE REASONS WHY THE COALITION 
HAS RECENTLY APPEARED STALE: (1) THE INTERNAL PROBLEMS 
OP THE SPD; (2) THE LONG DELAY IN GETTING THE GOVERN- 
MENT'S ECONOMIC STIMULATION PROGRAM APPROVED AT ALL 
PEDERAL LEVELS; AND (3) THE ABSENCE OP ANY NEED FOR THE 
COALITION TO VOTE TOGETHER ON GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS IN 
THE BUNDESTAG. MISCHNICK SAID HE THOUGHT THE SPD WOULD 
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NOW PERPORM BETTER, THAT THE ECONOMIC STIMULATION 
PROGRAM WOULD HAVE SOME EFPECT, AND THAT COMMON VOTING 
IN THE BUNDESTAG ON UPCOMING PROGRAMS WOULD REVIVE THE 
SOLIDARITY OP THE COALITION AND STRENGTHEN THE GOVERN- 
MENT. 

3. MISCHNICK EXPRESSED CONPIDENCE THAT THE COALITION 
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WOULD HOLD UNTIL 1980 OR, AT LEAST, UNTIL 1978. 

4. MISCHNICK CITED TWO UPCOMING POLITICAL EVENTS WHICH 
WOULD HAVE AN IMPACT ON FDP COALITION TACTICS: 

-THE EIRST RELATED TO THE CDU HANDLING OF THE 
GOVERNMENT TAX PACKAGE IN THE BUNDESRAT. IF THE CDU 
OBLIGED LOWER SAXONY AND THE SAARLAND TO VOTE AGAINST 
THIS PACKAGE, DESPITE FDP MEMBERSHIP IN THOSE STATE GOV- 
ERNMENTS, MISCHNICK SAID THE FDP WOULD BE MUCH MORE 
RELUCTANT TO ENTER OTHER COALITIONS WITH THE CDU NEXT 
YEAR AT THE STATE LEVEL. 

-THE SECOND RELATED TO THE UPCOMING ELECTIONS IN 
LOWER SAXONY. MISCHNICK EXPRESSED THE BELIEF THAT 
THE FDP MIGHT HOLD ITS OWN OR LOSE SLIGHTLY IN THOSE 
ELECTIONS, BUT OBSERVED THAT A NET GAIN IN VOTES COULD 
HAVE NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES FOR THE BONN COALITION. 

5. MISCHNICK SHOWED HIMSELF REMARKABLY RELAXED ABOUT 
THE POSSIBILITY OP CHANGING COALITIONS. HE SUGGESTED 
THAT IT WAS NOT A LIKELIHOOD, BUT DID NOT IMPLY THAT HE 
REGARDED IT AS ANATHEMA. 
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